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MISS CLARA FISHER of Temple Brow, Clanfield Road, Eact Meon etgter:i-
I was born in December 1902 in 2 hnuse &kan bnowr ae

Bast M=on,

My grandfather had been 2 nit cawver and woodman, and my

vas born near Midhurst in 186£, followed +he cccumation

82

witl horsee on

4
fivemn

near Alre=ford,

I know that, earlier than my own memory, he had aometimes

worked in the harvest fielde cuttineg corn with a anvthe.

Even during my own childhood there weve times when neonle
not normally employed in agricultural work became nart-time workercm.
for example at the times of hay making, corn barveeting and hon
nicking. In@;;é; scheolehildren were 2170wed an extendad Summer
holiday for hen nicking 2t Buriton, about b miles from East Meon,

sl &% mother used to taks partiin-that :?tivitj, w2lkine there and

back daily and taking me and my younger sister with her. FHene-wern-

R

vl
rown at Bast Meondn- the-field beloncing +o Mesesn., Tosdevine

i)

_orposite the Becrsation Groundd

My father had a good tenor voice and, like hie father,
wan always interested in music. In hi= younger dave he was the
Teader of 2 stringed band in which ke vlaved the violin snd his

brotherivlayed the ~elln, This band nerformed st dancer, and it
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a2t my father met the veung woman vwha became
hie wife and my mother.

S Later my father followed in his father's fontetene in
bercoming the leagder of a brass band, and he aleo led 5 Fife and drim

last band taken in 189F at

hand. I wave a nhotos

Langrieh Vicarage, rhowing all thre members, including my father ard

grandfather,

very smart uniforms.

There was another "rival' band in Ezet Meon known ne +he

Chanel or Methodist bhand,

in the Church choir and a
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neen bellringing ot East Meon Church on the day of

when he was in hie 0R+h



Our, family con

nf mv parente, ard myself and my

ioter who is ?:‘ venTs young
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We lived at Vicarage
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~dre 1nti C P oagbhen wo mouean S0
adme until 1917 when we movaed %O

Ir mv ~hildhood wares were Tow, bub wrevided familiee ware

thrifty, then there was 1o need for them tao be

enioyahle, Musie and sinesing nlayed a big part in our lives.
My =ister sn elonped T he oles nlass, which nrimarily conmiste
v =ister s anged to the glee nlass, whlicoh ¥ 1arily conaieh

nf mdilte, though children were allowed to Hoin from abkout 12

T3
Gt
yoars ef-ape. We met for »r Arthur Werren's house,
3 E- g = met 1o rthy > e >

whinh was then called "The Scuare Grocery! and is now YThe Tyidor Housel
T € et S s B R il STt ”Wi ctn Thon g T b e b Being,

Tre monductor of the glee class was . mew who vived 2t Fern F

Cottage in the High Street, and from **me to time concerts were given.

Before World War I travel %o and from East Meon by those
wha were not orepared to walk or cycle involved either cadging
s 1ift in 2 horse-drawm vehicle, o7 paying for a s=2at ¢ e carrier's

rart (which undertook regular journey yr-erecial

journeve-in.a wagonetie or dog cart.

ts carf was owneﬂ and onerated by Mr Noh1e

1 ved at wha’ is now‘

with him on the useowered seat ot *bp F“oﬂ+fﬁ4 tkﬁ-»nhie e,

@kv in zdvance. A

nalre a bookine about 2

af roode were conveyed by—the-egwsiar in both

e, A= late an 1921 my xeunger sister, whe-wan then 15,

*ravelled to Port

outh with the carrier Lo epend a holiday with our

ot

t 5.%20 a.m. and

aunt who lived the=»ec, The wapon left Eagt Meon a
. 2
avrived at itg final destination, the Gosport Ferry at 12.720. It

wae a cold October day, and at the end of the 7 hour journey my
(o=
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eiater wae so cold and =4iff that che had difficulty in d@cmountlnv
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L1?$. wherwmee the Ticenwmes of The Georse {and-ancl e E

o

of Migs Luff, who now livee in the Almshou ) owned a wagmnette

snd a dog cart, hoth of which could be hired for journeys fo places
1ike Patersfield and Weat Meon, especially to meet trains. The fare

tn Woet Meon was &/- raturn. Eventually he quired an @1“1v Fn*,

&

car, aleo available for hire. Durln” summer time we, “eald me»*

)

horea.dr

no t»aw#ion for tarring the roads, which

suffocated one with funes and dust. A barrel of tar wae hoiated
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it Temct five farmers {Hobhe,

Pad amall dairies, selline milk,
: Soott

a shoulders 2nd meassured out half and ons

i z nints at your door the measures whiech hinz from the
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~Mryy Smitheand Me,
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e taken there to be reraired or tn Fav
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whasls ;"c?p“.aa:@ﬁ; ; The brothers a =tesm-drawn traction

eng“ ne uead to work beﬂt) and to draw

Wbm" from the woods i owae a rrk“"."eﬂ "eaw Acctor!
: , : ‘ =aw doctor!

uaed to sharroen the sivewlsr

Alar's chop was Ffarther dowy the High Strect at

what le.now keows.as 014 Bel? Cottage,

Banham,

at West Meon but oo
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own boot and shoe revairs, ineludins.mv-ewn-father., 4 Tarce aheot

of Teather wac bought in Petersfield from time fo time, and mv

father would renair the boots and shoes of 217 the Tamily on hie 1set,
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Most villape people kept chickens, 2 »ig or two, and,

the zarden.

in some casss, soats. We

I+ was fed on household eefume and on

cheaply from Mr. Silk's milf.

R My father acted as his own A iwwhterman, and my paronts

wae

Trhe smoki

themzelves undertook the curing

ecarried nut by burning oak.

pig took it

- People who did not liks to =laug
+to Mr. Norgid& the buteher, ivho-carried on-businesg at what is now

oo Leal-Hyatt'shouse§ {His-late-parents carried.-on business in

;r’

auccession bo-Mr o Norger) .

There was another butcher's shop in the High Street

T u n
(i1 mart of what ie now Barnards Corner) where a Petersfield butcher

e with hie s=tockd 4 third butcher came from West

P

came twice a wer

Meon.
ffice. Some-

e The figh and chin shon was behind the Post O

times meat wams =01d there.

1) from Portemcuth

Fish was brought (I be'ieve once n

W horse-Adrawn vehicle, and, every Friday, from Peterefield.

Many more hcuses were thatohed 2+ nvesent, and, of

—Phe-Poel - family

course, innumerable corn, straw and hay

cowred a2 great deal of land.  On one occasicn Lady Peel wanted -to

of viiiare -

have blackberry jam made and enlisted the rervices
child was rewarded with a

_children. to nick the fruit, and et

ch
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She war named Nurse Micklam (%€ mother of Mrr:.ALamber‘r)

srey uni form. There were alsc a2 mumber of amateur

willage nures.

and alwayes wore a
midwives in-the willace.
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Street caucht fire and
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I was eisht veare old at the Time, and =aw the
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windnw ~f mv cunt'e houee

rearhy where 1T war =tavins at+ the time.

In

rd the horme drawn fire brigrads arrivef with its
%211 ringing Toudly, and understood 1t had fravelled tha & mile=s from

Petarafiald in 20 minute-~.
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h an the onnosite =side of the road
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Mr. Potter (whe “ad s wooden lag rather Tike Lin

a human chain of

e for ahout a wael. -+ had
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Fwiterthac & and roundabouts, and wae snjove
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st Boans

d by 317, Often +hre

fagitdee-of synelss yhn ecame with i+ yould etav 20 work in the

field= and their eohildren sttended our =choco?. Mer nlaved auoite

~ ~1
cond orick

we had a2 really
:

brakeruonld hring

and a rrand tea would be nrovided by the smen 07k,

Trere waes aTlvaye nlenty oF wateor in the river, ecgpscially in

the Winter when there wore flnode. Tre Aonrmunsus of the Youaee

came auivlinege down the ~treete, Thie hanrersd ~everal +*imee ageb

Winter and the beardes remain

£1i17 Snrine., Wator for houmshnlA

vea came from welle, rainy

dater tanke or the river, bhut Tpter =

TRooT

2ir was built for main surpnTy and we FiT1led our bucke*= with

Tnvaly frech water from shondripes= in the cfrent,
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There was no nrover exhitation., *he Vmrivy in the mavrden

was «£i11 nged, and the ruw&f% of the horea-rawr rart was heard in

while we

Until he acouired the firsz’car in the village
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if not we had our ioes +rodden on. The pPlith May we called ninch-bum
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G“;ﬁ'\ + aved temant

army mandeuvras were.orn, =oldiere yith oun

Coarriaces and waj?hne Araur by horsee would rumble and rattle

ne villaece, and eometimes; Mimdreds of foct =0ldiers

marching, beaded by their braoees hande, -these man -t rotooonds

and mometimes a Hichland remiment in kilie i th ninares, Often

AY
they weuld camy’ hatefor ceveral dava.

Manvy reonle kent beers nrd in Summer ong world hear tha
mattle of fire irons and shovels as 2 nelghboyy rashed out +ta claim
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Negt day the Woney wss cleared from *the cker and nut intn a2 wareslsoth

d allowed 0 drin frofi the ceiling into jars, or enten from the

comb in Yarce chunbe, 4
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