Portrait of a Villager

Continuing the theme of ‘Portraits of a
Villager’ in Meon Martters had me thinking
who next?

Mo need 0o wormy s & chance meeting
with the eldest member of 4 family who
was born in the village and had spent
st of their lives here, brought out the
rermark, “Our family have been in the
villepe more chan 100 years”.

Joha %Whirear is well knewn to many of
the more elderly peaple in the village 2
a man who talks straight and speaks his
mind. John, whao lives in Chidden Close
with Wera, his wife of 41 yeam, i the
eldest of two sons boen vo Harold Edward
Whisesr (Ted) ar Hockham Cotmage on the
Coombe Boad. Ted, (John's Faher], was
borm in 1907 and was one of five brothers
and thece sisters and were the resulbt of the
unbon between Walter William "“Whitear
{nicknamed Shep) and Ellen Geoddard {Aunt to Herbie Goddard dhe
foemer Chairman of he Parish Council and affectonarely known as the
‘Mayor of East Meon'). He was & shepherd by rade, bur as John put ie,
“alsn g par-rime Poacher/Gamekeeper™. He warked for the Micholson
Estace ar Bereleigh, and can be scen bn the pictare,

The other well-known member of the Whitear family o live in the
village is Harold (Mobby] Whirear, whose facher was Jack. Jack was
born in the parish ar Bordean Cross in 1903, Nobby is John's cousin
and he has a sister Doreen, martied 1o Pat Lanham who worked for
the Wrens of Riplington Farm in his younger days. | asked how
Mobby came by his name, "AL", sid Doreen, "when he was born
the hirth was artended by Dioceor Clifford”, (the red haired docror,
who many of us remember, who had an amificial leg and who resided
at "Dioctor's Comer’, where The Bedparh family now livel. “When
Mobby arvived 'Dioc Cliff® said o Jaeck, his Facher a5 be came our of
Eht‘hil‘lhing} room, “You've got & really Mobby lad chere” and it has
pouck all chese years. The brothers, Jack and Ted, both worked on
the farm, MNobby, Jack's son, left school at the age of 15 and wenr o
work, like his father, on the farm, first for the Jones’s of Hillhampoon
; Fl.l.'l'rl Ih.!n:ﬁtﬂ! ]h.m Blacker of Garsron Farm, and _ﬁ,rul:l}r for
uth Farm, far .53 Wears,

In his time he was one of the stabwarts of the East Meon Tug-of-%War
team. A stroke in 2002 brought 1o an end his active life on the
Farm, However, he has now thankfully, almost recovered and he and
Jeanerre his wife live in Coombe Road and can be seen artending their
allormeny in che '.-'Iliag-:. which he enjoys very much, He smuck me
a3 a wery contented man, and when asked whar he liked abour Eas
Meon he replied, “Its tranquillicy”,

Juhay, vn the sther hand is a very different charorer, and at dhe ape
of 68, has mellowed considerably from his younger days. He went
1o school in Chapel Strest, Petersfield and then onto the Secondary
Modern. Leaving school ar rthe age of 15, he first worked for
George Bailey's Mursery before entering the Grenadier Guands as
8 Duardsmian. After an eventfol Few years, that included & tour of
dury to Suez in Egypt, he was promoted to Sergeant and senr m
pieird Windsor Castde. “Thar was an easy job”, said John, %When he
came out of the Guards he spent two years ar HMS. Mercury before
juining the Electriciey Board for 14 years. Thar wes enough of being
employed by others, and he urned his hand o window cleaning,
chimney sweeping and gardening, He became self-emiployed and has
been that ever since. He spent eight years 4 a Parish Councillos, and
alw as a Schood Governor, whilst his children were growing up, and
did his Fair share a5 3 member af the Willage Hall Commitres, He was
Srandard Bearer for the Brish Legion {men'’s section} and the bearer
when the standard was finally laid up in the Church, a few years apo.
[ asked John what he liked or disliked abour the village, Unlike his
consin Mobby who said it in ceo words, [ would nesd anocher ardcle
1o iy pustice to his wonds, Bess left till then, Eh?

Meither of the families has moved far from East Meon, and roday mose
members of bath families live within 10 miles of the willage. There are
too many children and grandchildren of John and Mobby to mention
them all, bar the rwo eldest boys of each family seill live in the village,
lan {Johr's) works for Rogave Renaubt and Justin {Mobby’s) works for
Graham Tosdevine on the farm.  The other children, Karen, (John's),
who is a Management Accountant for a large motor group in West
sussex, are Michaelks and Casey, (Mobby's) and all live in Esst Meon.

The last word mast come from Mobby. When asked where the
photo of all the family should be taken, he said "Ourside the saac”,
“Why" l asked. “Because my father played dans there and he and 1
drank there and [ still do with my son Justin®. Let's hope they may
all eontimue fo do so ingo the fuoure,

Dienys Ryder




