
First	
  some	
  background	
  info…..	
  

“The Groupe d'Armées des Flandres (G.A.F.) attacked at 5:30 a.m. on 28 September, with 12 Belgian divisions, 10 British divisions of 
the Second Army and 6 French divisions of the Sixth Army under the command of King Albert I of Belgium with the French General Jean 
Degoutte as Chief of Staff. The British attacked without preliminary bombardment on a 4.5-mile (7.2 km) front up to the Ypres–Zonnebeke road, 
from where the Belgian army attacked on a line north to Dixmude. The Allied attacks quickly penetrated the German defences and advanced up 
to 6 miles (9.7 km). The German defence was conducted by fewer than five divisions which were swiftly driven back. Much of the ground west of 
Passchendaele which had been abandoned during the withdrawal of early 1918 was recaptured Rain began to fall but by the evening the British 
had taken Kortewilde, Zandvoorde, Kruiseecke and Becelaere; Belgian troops had captured Zonnebeke, Poelcappelle, Schaap Baillie and 
Houthoulst Forest.[7] On the southern flank, minor operations by three British divisions advanced to St.Yves, Messines and the ridge from 
Wytschaete to Hollebeke. Messines, Terhand and Dadizeele fell on 29 September and by 30 September, despite the captured ground becoming 
another slough, all of the high ground around Ypres had been occupied by the Allies By 1 October the left bank of the Lys had been captured up 
to Comines and the Belgians were beyond a line from Morslede to Staden and Dixmude. The advance continued until 2 October, when German 
reinforcements arrived and the offensive outran its supplies. Due to the state of the ground, 15,000 rations were delivered by parachute, from 80 
Belgian and British aircraft.”	
  

 

Included are the entries written by hand of the Battalion Adjutant probably in the field on the day of action. 

Note the very interesting references to German morale (eg Saxons surrendering to runners who themselves were “lost”…which might explain 
how the two took 27 prisoners!). If it helps (I found it very confusing) the line of attack of the British Brigades is north to south east until they 
reach the River Lys……the 2nd Batalion Hampshires doing a right jink before a left swerve (rugby parlace) to get to where this account starts (if 
you or your men folk are interested I can provide more detail).  The details like the brook and the cemetery can all be found on Google 
Earth/Maps if you want to go that eyeballish…..even “street walk” the village (a lot cheaper than a flight to Flanders…actually free)… Let me 
know if you want pointers or more from the War Diaries…   but I wouldn’t want to spoil your own discovery of your very brave grand father  

David 

 



	
  
	
  

	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  



	
  


