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| EDITORIAL

Here we go again... Winter is on its way but hopefully via a nice dry golden
autumn... Some of the villagers are waiting to see if Southern Water has
upheld its promise to sort out drains before the next ‘rainy season’ arrives
and our streets are treated to more flooding. Keep your fingers crossed they
have!

In the meanwhile, your village magazine has been busy-busy-busy scouting
for news, events and stories that will entertain and engage you in the lives
lived in our beautiful valley. Whilst the Big Farmers are fully occupied sorting
out their fields and animals for the winter, we decided to focus on the other
side of farming — those in the village who run small-holdings and look after
animals on a slightly smaller scale. There are some lovely pieces reflecting
the joy that the cows, sheep and chickens bring to people’s lives.

We also have some reviews on various performances which have taken place
over the summer and of course the great thing about the change of seasons
is the re-opening of Moviola and Lucy has some fantastic films for you to
watch this autumn. Moviola has to be one of the worlds most convenient
cinemas!

It’s funny how there is always something going on in the village — we may not
be London but we sure do work hard to keep our lives busy and interesting...
So please, if you have an interesting story to tell or would like to be involved,
be in touch (meonmatters@gmail.com). You do not need to be a journalist
to run this magazine (as you can probably all tell)!

| would just like to add that it has been a pleasure being part of the editorial
team for 7 years, there is always a surprising amount to learn about the
village and | definitely enjoyed our editorial meetings at the Izaak but it’s
time for me to rest my pen for a wee-while.

CdelL.

The Editorial Team: meonmatters@gmail.com

Editors: Clare de Lotbiniere, Andrew Hughes, Nicky Staveley, Anna Tebbutt, Annabel Tyrwhitt-Drake
Advertising and Finance: Andy Hales

Distribution: Rosemary Ryder

Layout and Printing: Wildly Upbeat Printers
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Useful Numbers

POLICE EHDC
101 or 01962 841534 01730266551
WEST MEON SURGERY EAST HAMPSHIRE COUNCILLOR
01730 829666 Rob Mocatta 01730 823908
OUT OF HOURS DOCTOR EAST MEON PARISH COUNCIL

Il 01730262882/ 01730 776207

EAST MEON STORES HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
01730823 276 0845 603 5638
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU VICAR
03444 111306 /0300 3300650 FR ANTONY FORREST
EAST MEON VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS EAST MEON CARE GROUP
07956 783061 03300434823

East Meon Garden Club Annual Show

A stunning array of colourful flowers, vegetables and cakes amongst other things
greeted any visitor to the Flower Show this August. Despite one or two hitches, like
judges pulling out at the last minute, the show team yet again pulled off an immaculately
planned and delivered annual event.

It was great to see some new entrants and to learn from the experts about how to
stage their dahlias or their onions to best effect on the day. As ever the maestros were
worthy winners. Norma Snart won the Challenge Cup for flowers and vegetables
but the RHS Banksian Medal for a competitor who has not previously won it, went
to Emma Roberts, who also won the Novice Shield for a competitor who has not
previously won.

This year the photographic competition was well supported with some interesting
entries in new categories such as “Wild Nights”, which was widely and “wildly”
interpreted. There was one beach bar picture by a nameless photographer that
certainly made people chuckle! The hard-fought battle for the Photographic Cup was
won deservedly by Pamela Peacock.

The cookery classes are always highly competitive with our top chefs vying for first
place and a table full of deliciosities, which sent people rushing to get a cup of tea and
a slice of cake to satisfy their hunger pangs.
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There were more entrants for the children’s classes this year, which was good
to see and the chocolate crispy cake class was very popular. | wonder why?
The paper planes were beautifully executed as was the edible necklace. Masha
Lopotina kept hold of the Children’s Cup with her imaginative entries.

Janet Khambata was a keen contender in the Arts and Crafts section and took
home the John Davies Salver. The standard in this section seems to get higher
each year.

Mary Reynolds won both the Edgebourne Cup for Flower Arranging and the
East Meon Garden Club Members’ Flower Cup.

East Meon Garden Club Cups had the name Norma Snart etched on two of
them: the Plate for ‘Best in Show’ and the Vegetable Cup. Alastair Dudley-
Williams won the Allotment Jug.

David Lewin, a past Chairman of the Club kindly agreed to give out the prizes.
He can be seen congratulating his wife Melanie on winning the Produce Cup for
Produce and Preserves.

This is an event where the whole community comes together with good
humour, talent, an ounce of competitiveness but above all enjoyment. The sun
shone and there was a constant hub bub and peals of laughter rang out.

R -




WINDMILL GARAGE
HORNDEAN

info@windmillgarage.co.uk

02392 571 003

The Family Car Specialists

Service and MOT must be booked

Book your next MOT and Service at the same for the same day, for the same

. . vehicle.
time and get 10% off your Service
. Does not include optional sundries
Quote Service10 when you book such as Long-life oil.
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Announcement - The Privett Centre
Educational, Arts and Events

It has been a couple of years in the making but we are delighted to announce
the opening of The Privett Centre. Dave Wyatt (aka Daddy Wyatt) hasn’t
had quite the retirement that he may have hoped for but having been a
previous pupil of the school thankfully there has been an invested interest in
bringing the love and life back into this beautiful Victorian building.

It is our hope to establish an inclusive, sustainable and socially conscious
venue that can be enjoyed by all with an emphasis on nurture, care for
guests and the environment surrounding the centre. We will be open to
collaborations from all areas and the spaces can be dry hired should you
wish to host your own workshop, event
or gathering.

Do get in touch to discuss your thoughts
and ideas in more detail, we welcome
any input. There will be concessions for
local residents and charitable events.

www.theprivettcentre.co.uk

Thank you very much for the support
and | look forward to seeing you at the
PC some time soon!

Amanda Wyatt




PRIVETT CENTRE

Andy Stubbington Electrics Ltd

For all your eloctrical needs

Free estimates and advice
Contact Andy on

07919 486 334

All information and testemonials on
www.aselectricspetersfield.co.uk

Ovens

...S0 you don’t have to!

Call us today to have your cooking
appliances sparkling, using our own
eco friendly products.

Our oven cleaning
experts will leave
you free to enjoy your
valuable leisure time.

I . o .
2 OVeA
Rated 5.0/5.0 on

SR ARA

TRUST Local | National | Affordable

tocausenice 01730 622344

ovenu.co.uk/oven_deaning/petersfield
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A Few Cows

If you’re in need of a calming influence, cows are perfect. Leaning over the gate
to watch them graze may prompt a brief lift of a head to acknowledge your
presence but the steady task of cropping and munching the grass will resume.
They move slowly, only occasionally glancing around to see if anything more
important is going on —usually it isn’t. | believe cow-hugging is the latest form of
therapy but cow-watching comes close!

We introduced cattle to our small acreage nearly 20 years ago - in the hope that it
would be an easy way to keep the grass cropped, and so it has proved. We started
off in 2005 with a 7yr old Dexter cow with calf at foot, sold by a veteran Dexter
breeder as an ideal first cow. Dear Jute proved to be just that — with a wonderfully
calm temperament, she was completely unflappable and an experienced ‘mum’
who went on to produce 4 more calves out in the field and without any fuss —
usually at night — so on checking at first light one was greeted with a new arrival
already on its feet and suckling. At any one time there are usually 4 animals in
the herd, and there have been a total of 27 over the years. Calves (we have
produced 20 so far) are raised as steers for beef or heifers to become mothers in
due course. Sometimes an old cow whose joints wouldn’t manage another cold,
wet winter has had to go - returning as delicious beef for the freezer.
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Dexters have the advantage of being hardy animals, able to live outdoors all year
round and they are of a manageable size. Mine are not halter-trained but, loving
their food, they can be readily enticed into an enclosure with a bundle of hay
when necessary. The only equipment needed is a secure enclosure and a crush
— making the annual TB testing, and any other interventions - so much easier.
Animals who live outside are generally much healthier and there have been very
few occasions when we’ve needed to call the vet — usually routine interventions
such as castrating or de-horning can be combined with the DEFRA-funded annual
TB test. TB testing at other times is costly and since it is required for all cattle
movement, we no longer have bulls to stay and instead now use Al (artificial in-
semination). The advantages are that you have a greater choice of bulls, you can
select which cows to get in calf and you know exactly when they will arrive. The
downside is a variable success rate and a need to collect and contain the cows for
several interventions — but it generally works well for us.

here really isn’t much more to it — the daily welfare checks, feeding hay over
the winter months are more than rewarded by the gentle company, the efficient
grass-cropping and the delight of a new calf arriving. | would thoroughly
recommend caring for cows to anyone with a few spare acres of grassland.

Clare Bartlett

The Izaak Walton

Open Pub ¢ Café ® Tea Room

Every Day  Gor Mot cor

Lunches, suppers & snacks
1 Oam Freshly-ground coffee

Homemade cakes

until late Local ale, cider, wine & spirits
High Street, East Meon, Hampshire

(01730) 823252  www.theizaakwalton.com 0 1zaakwaltoneastmeon
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A Little Farm on the Watershed

Some may think that our little ten-acre farm is farming made easy.
However, it really does involve most of the same ingredients that all stock
farmers experience, from the thrill of 50 ewes producing a field full of
lambs to the depression of a terrible calving, taking in on the way the stress
of getting the hay in before the rain comes, the daily winter routine of
feeding - come rain, snow, wind or shine - and piles of wet, smelly muck to
be spread. The other thing is that for all the hard work, the return is liable
to be negligible.

Our introduction to sheep was when Denys Ryder drove his flock of ewe
lambs off Butser to our fields, with the assurance that none were in lamb.
Quizzy Lizzie, Wildy and a couple of others promptly produced lambs
and were the beginning of our flock. Wilson Atkinson helpfully suggested
that we should have Beatrix Potter, lovely white-faced Scotch Halfbreds
(Border Leicester ram on Cheviot ewes). For years after that the Easter
holidays were sleepless nights of lambing. | loved the sheep, except Quizzy
Lizzie, with her long curly Masham wool, who was always the first to push
through the electric fence and Wildy who did nothing but butt me when
being handled in the yard.

Sasha was absolutely mustard at delivering lambs with a problem. Her
hands are just the right size for working out the problem, which was
usually a leg back. Then the lamb had to be pushed back when the ewe
was not straining. Then the backwards leg was worked forwards so that
when the ewe strained again two little hooves appeared on either side of
the nose. Often she could then manage on her own. If not, it was ropes

on the legs and a big heave. That was my job, if | was awake.
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Occasionally Sasha could not manage and would get help from Malcolm

Painter. If they were too busy at Lower Farm, it was a question of loading
the ewe into the car. On one occasion, Sasha was getting desperate as the
school run was looming. So it was a dash for help, lambs delivered and into
the foot well and dash back to Hill Hampton. Half way back there was a
loud bleating from the ewe in the middle of the road. In the rush the boot
opened and the poor ewe had rolled out. With the ewe back in and boot
closed, it was all’'s well that ends well and the children made it to school

on time!

However | was not always so enamoured of all the 101 things that Sasha’s

sheep needed doing (and they definitely were hers).
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These included:
* Heptavac injections in the spring;

* Fly-strike preventing pour-on in the summer;

* Seemingly endless toe nail cutting. Despite regular running through a foot
bath, the sheep still managed to get sore feet. The cure was cutting the nail
and pad back really hard and spraying with purple, potassium permanganate
spray, resulting in nice purple hands. Everyone knew when we had been
trimming toe nails!! for the this the ewe had to be turned and balanced on
one or other buttock to stop her struggling;

* Heaving seemingly endless quantities of muck out of the yard and lambing
pens. Later in the autumn it had to be spread on the fields;

* Topping the fields in the summer;
* Grading the lambs for the market in the summer;

* Come winter there was the pleasure of fencing to keep Quizzie Lizzie
and Wildy from being ring leaders in the Great Escape. It seemed to be
impossible to keep ahead of them.

All this hard work culminated in the rewards and the inevitable occasion
disaster (as Wilson used to say “where there is livestock there is always dead
stock”) of lambing. Then there was the spring-time joy of new life as the
lambs filled the fields with delight.

In the end, with negligible return, the breeding flock had to go on a one way
trip and Sasha bought a couple of pens of ewes lambs when Wilson bought
his replacements. They were much easier to look after. After a year they
were sold on for breeding. This was at Wilton Sheep Fair. | am sure that the
price was helped by Sasha, complete with her crook, going in the ring with
her shearlings to be bid for. She loved that.

Nigel Brooks



BSS welding & fabrication is a family run

company based in South Downs National Park

Skilled craftsmen in the design & manufacture of traditional & contemporary metalworks

Gates Garden Structures General Welding
Railings Furniture & Fabrication

Estate & Parkland Fencing Architectural

For further information or to discuss your next project, please contact BSS on:
Email: jon@brysunsitescrvices.co.uk or telephone: 07894 546 789 or 02392 632 988

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

# Bespoke Picture Framing by Andy Parks
# Collection / Delivery service in East Meon
# ALL types of work undertaken

# 25 years experience

4 Very competitive prices

¢ Tel: 01730 269926

+ www.petersfieldframing.co.uk




SMALL FARM LIFE 14

Meon Chicks

For several years now we’ve kept chickens — ranging from the exotic, fluffy
(and expensive) to the cheep (sorry) and cheerful. The local foxes seem
to have expensive tastes, so we no longer go for the glamorous Sussex
Whites, Marans, or bantams etc; now we buy in ex-battery hens who
arrive looking shabby and hen-pecked, stepping nervously out over this
new weird landscape of “grass”, but within a few months are perky,
feathered and mugging us for corn.

It’s a win-win: they have a few years outdoors, happy and free range, and
we get the eggs. There’s nothing like your own fresh egg for breakfast, and
there’s something very comforting having a few “helpers” as you weed,
scratching around for worms and insects. (Equally, there’s nothing more
annoying having your seedlings scratched up by the same helpers when
they’ve found your veg patch!)

The benefits (eggs and comic characters) far outweigh the pains (more rats
and mice), although I’'m afraid we’ve drawn the line over having a cockerel.
We tried once, but “Rocky” had a hazy idea of when dawn should be and
crowed under our bedroom window at an ungodly hour. Loudly. Every
morning, come rain or shine. Much as | love the sound of a distant crowing
coming up the valley, this was just too near, and too loud.




The best advice | can give
anyone thinking of looking
after their own hens is:
buy an igloo or coop that
is not made of wood (such
as reconstituted tyres).
The wooden ones may
look picturesque but will
rot, be hard to clean and
attract all kind of pests.
And install a light-sensi-
tive or time-controlled
door mechanism. The
cosmic and universal Law
of Sod will mean that the
one time you’re tucked up
in bed on a wintry night,
thinking “Oh no: did | shut
up the birds?”, Mr Fox will
have already had the same
thought...!

Chris Hollis

VALLEY |

@PS W Info@computerproblemssolveditd.co.uk
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A qualified and
experienced r
Computer Engineer §
who can efficiently solve .
your home and business
computer needs

For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier 01489 890738
07962 641796

Orchardlea, Swanmore

https://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
—_—

. 07810 109745 |1

MEADOWS coM

All as‘ucts of paddiLL maintenance

&

“Deer fencing

log splitti

edge trimming * Harrowing * Paddock topping

g service

meonvalleymeadows @outlook.com « www.meonvalleymeadows.com
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I Love Chickens

Mum and | have recently acquired chicken hens, named Jacqueline, Martinez
and Jimsy (or Jackie, Martin and Jim to those who are not sensitive to gender
specific names).

Jackie, a Rhode Island Red, is a menace, but a lovely one. She is very friendly
and likes to spread her wings and run down the garden at top speed. She
also likes to come into the house and behaves like she owns it.

Jim, a Black Rock with beautiful petrol coloured feathers, is an absolute
GOAT! She’s very friendly, loves cuddles and will be picked up by anyone at
any time. She has a corn fetish and also likes to walk into the house of her
own free will.

Martin is a bluebell, not as friendly as the others but still follows us around
if there’s corn on hand and will leap in excitement if she sees some. She
demolishes apples off the grass and
joins the others in keeping our ants
nest at bay.

LS

We get 3 delicious eggs a day, have
totally fallen in love with them all and =
can highly recommend chickens as a
great addition to your family.

Jamie B.




E\/dene Iree Care

All aspects of Tree UWork Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 bod

alexwilli2@icloud.c

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Est: 1976

Domestic
Industrial
Agricultural

ELECTRICAL
Installation
Servicing
Repairs

01730 821 792

sales@sjreedelectrical.co.uk

www. sjreedelectrical.co.uk
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Living on the Edge

Frogmore is the sleepy edge of the village where houses and thatched cottages give
way to rolling hills and fields, we hear the distant peal of church bells and leather on
willow during the summer months. Living right on that edge in Frogmore like many
of our neighbours we run a smallholding with an orchard of 30 apple trees, a flock
of Wiltshire horn sheep and some chickens.

When we moved to Frogmore in 2019 we realised that the grass grows very quickly
and we needed something that would graze the field and paddock so that we didn’t
have to mow it continuously so we bought 3 Wiltshire Horn ewes from a farm in
the New Forest.

It’s a bit unusual as during the day we work as Architects running our office from a
room above the garage and working on mainly old listed houses. Then, at the end
of the day and at the weekends we are normally with the sheep and the chickens,
collecting eggs, pulling a stuck lambs head out of a fence, and raking out the barn.

Freddie the ram was donated to us by a farmer in Catherington, he lives on the
paddock just next to the footpath off Frogmore Lane, currently he has his three
sons with him (Freddie, not the farmer).

Not having kept sheep before we have relied heavily on our friends and neighbours
for advice on how to look after them, they have been paid back for their help with
jars of pickled onions, homemade marmalade and whisky in varying quantities and
depending on how messy things got.

G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

National Inspection Gouncil for
Electrical Installation Contracting

[ ]
HII= Eli= casg w
safe
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER
01329 834600
engquiries@g-rixon-ltd.co. uk
www. g-rixon-ltd. co. uk
We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light fittings and dripping taps, to

larger jobs such as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms. \We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ
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When we move our sheep from field to paddock we have to ask our neighbours for
help just in case someone from the village decides to chance it and drive through
the potholes on Frogmore Lane. They have escaped once or twice and run off up
Frogmore Lane with us all shouting and chasing from behind (the sheep not the
villagers).

It is hard work and does take up all of your spare time, but we think it’s worth it,
there’s nothing quite as beautiful as walking along Frogmore Lane early in the morn-
ing as the mist is rising watching as the sun bursts through, relishing the crack of the
freshly fallen hazelnuts as you go, the sheep come running over to the sound of the
shaking bucket of sheep nuts, pushing and shoving each other, and us, and we try
to avoid getting butted on the backside by Freddie — which he is a bit prone to do.

But best of all is the wonderful Frogmore roast lamb, do we get upset that we have
birthed and reared them? Not at all, it is all the better knowing that the lamb has
only eaten the Frogmore grass, jumped and hopped around the fields and paddocks
and roamed amongst the elderberry, blackthorn and hawthorn hedgerow all its life.

Mark & Liam.

New tile roofs

N R New flat roofs
NN LOCAL New slate roofs

. - New fascia’s, soffits and gutters

All roofing and gutter repairs undertaken

ROOFING | Roof cleaning / moss removal

—— Free roof inspections
QUALITY YOUCANTRUST Fu“vl“s“red

suioer”™ Google Kl (@) mybuiider... 24 HOUR CALLOUT

—

Email: info@rated-roofing.co.uk ¢ www.rated-roofing.co.uk/west-meon
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Cricket Report

As the season draws to a
close — at the time of writing,
we've played twenty four,
won eleven, lost five and
drawn six, with two fixtures
lost to the weather — we 3
can look back at another g .

successful season for EMCC.

On the whole availability has
been good (we’ve had more
than 25 players play this
year) — although we’re always
looking for new players
(please contact captain@
eastmeoncricketclub.org.uk
if you're interested) — and
we’ve been able to turn out
a side every Sunday since the ¥~
[4th April.

Season highlights include two hundreds for Ollie Atkinson, plus a hundred
each for Will Atkinson and Ali Wheeler — Ali’s first hundred for the club
since he made his debut back in 1987 was up at Bedales, as we played the
OBs and was rich reward for an excellent season for him so far with the
bat.

Bowling has been led by the captain Will Atkinson, whose 6-4 against
Lynchmere ended the game pretty promptly and whose 5-24 against
Rioteers won us the match with four balls remaining. Tim Clay also picked
up 5-45 against Captain Scott’s, but the standout bowling performance of
the season was Tim Lawrence’s, who came on against Westbourne with
their score at 6| -1 chasing 166 and promptly reduced them to 78-6 taking
5-16 before they were all out for 85.
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The sixes and village party at the end of June was a great success — with
the overseas side Porchfield (allowed off the Isle of Wight for 24 hours)
winning convincingly, and lots of money being raised for the club as well
as good causes in the village.

Big thanks also go to all those who donate their time to keep the club
running, the groundsmen, those who keep the pavilion clean and the
fridge stocked and those who can help with the running repairs on the
pavilion as and when required.

A big thanks to the Izaak for being so accommodating after matches
both mid-week and at the weekend and whose flexible seating allows us
all to congregate in the garden after play for a well-earned beer.

i —

AdelL

BERRYGARDEN

Vintage Sparkling Wine from
the East Meon Vineyard

o

For information about
our wines Visit:
www.eastmeonvineyard.co.uk
or email:
sales@eastmeonvineyard.com
grbartlett@ymail.com




SPORTING LIFE 22

IMMACULATE HOUSEKEEPING

Cleaning & Housekeeping Service

« Cleaning « Deep cleaning « End of tenancy cleaning
« Full housekeeping « Fully insured

info@immaculatehousekeeping.co.uk
07979 195117 01730 827983

/800
f \\&U C/)\
(S0 @)
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&[S/

Arbrook Wealth Management

Chris Brooker(DipPFA)
Principal of Arbrook Wealth Management

07932 892360
chris.brooker@sjpp.co.uk

SJP Approved 20/08/2024
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Veterans Football East Meon

More sport comes to East Meon with the start of the football season and
the resurrection of the football team. In their first match against Hawley
Vets the teams ended in a 3-3 draw;- a good comeback from 3-1 down. The
goals were all scored by Craig McCarthy who got a hattrick.

If you'd like to come along and watch, the next few fixtures are:

27th October - Headley Veterans (Home)
I0th November - Samba Kings Veterans ( Home)

Games are played Sundays with a 10.30 Kick off.

More importantly, East Meon! The team is open to new players, you must
be aged 35 +; We have training on Wednesdays at 8-9PM.

Please contact us at eastmeonvets@mail.com for more info if you would
like to join.

Come on! Go dig out those dusty old boots and get out there for some
fresh air and team fun.

Henry E.
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Church News

We are very pleased to announce that Father Tony Forrest is back at work again.
His walks are getting longer and more undulating by the day. Whilst he has been
recovering from his operation our regular services at All Saints’ have continued
with the generous help of clergy from outside the Parish and the efforts of Rose-
mary Bishop and Parish volunteers. We owe them all many thanks.

Save All Saints’.

All Saints’ is an important part of our community. Over generations it has
hosted our community with baptisms, weddings and funeral services. However,
All Saints’ is facing major challenges to its future.

The first involves the fabric of the church. Our beautiful old church is needing
urgent repairs to the spire and the roof, with other general repairs needed on
the fabric of the church. The PCC is currently looking into ways of raising major
funds as well as seeking grants that we may apply for to help cover these huge
costs.

Secondly, we are currently running a substantial deficit on regular income
compared to outgoings. To try and reduce this deficit we are reinstating some
of the traditional village fundraising events. We are planning a Christmas Wreath
Making Event, a Church Fete next summer, a Barn Dance and getting some
fabulous speakers to come and talk on a huge variety of interesting subjects. Keep
an eye out for when these events may happen — you will certainly be informed!

EVEN if you are not a church goer, if you live in the Parish of East Meon there
cannot be many days when you pass the church and don’t think ‘how lucky we
are to have this beautiful church in our village serving our community’. It would
be sad to see it fall into a state of disrepair and no longer be able to serve our
community The PARISH GIVING SCHEME means that that everyone can make
a contribution, be it monthly or annually, you can give as much (preferably) or as
little as you like. The scheme automatically collects Gift Aid which helps us sig-
nificantly. If you would be interested in joining this scheme, or would like to talk
it through further, please contact Graham Davenport on 07768 023290 or email
him on grahammdavenport0@gmail.com.
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He would be very happy to give you help and advice. Please give this careful
consideration.

On a more light-hearted but equally important note, please note what is coming
up in the way of village events.

The Harvest Festival Service at All Saints’ on Sunday 6th October at
10.30am. A great occasion for our farming community to join us.

We have our Annual Harvest Village Supper on Saturday 19th October at
6.30pm in the Village Hall.

The Remembrance Sunday Service on Sunday |0th November at 10.30am
followed by the prayers and dedication by the War Memorial. This will be
followed by drinks for everyone in the Village Hall.

Please remember there is a Eucharist service on the first Sunday and our Lay Led
service on the 3rd Sunday of each month both at 10.30am. Holy Communion is
every Sunday at 8am.

We look forward to seeing everyone at some of these events:- as always — the
more the merrier.

The Churchwardens — Emma Bird and Stuart Martin

TT
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SALES & REPAIRS

Wheely Down Garages www.dj-scott.com
Warnford, Nr. Southampton
Hampshire S032 3LG

Telephone/Fax: 01730 8292_07 3
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We”being at
Queewn Elizabeth C.ouwf‘vy Pavik.

Wellbeing is about feeling good about yourself - physically
and mentally, it is fundamental to your overall health.

At Queen Elizabeth Country Park there are lots of
opportunities to follow the five simple steps to wellbeing.

1. Connect - join our free weekly wellbeing walks and have a
chat about how you are doing.

2. Get active - take part in a free yoga or a gentle exercise
class to get started on your fitness journey.

3. Learn - search our what's on pages and sign up to learn a
new skill.

4. Give - join our group of volunteers and make a differe;
for visitors and wildlife.
5. Take notice - take a mindful moment in the park and pa
ention to the sights, sounds, smells and taste

Elizabeth  FCits HAEf‘pssﬁE

CM‘\*V" Park. DISTRICT COUNCIL

MARK WYATT

Quality Decorating

All aspects of interior and exterior decorating

07830 819300
markwyattgpd@gmail.com
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What does ‘Companionship’ mean?

Back in 2016 my dear late Mum had a sudden stroke and after a long spell in
hospital was discharged with the need for full time care. | was flung headfirst into
navigating the world of carers, allowances, financial planning as well as managing
the emotions that obviously come with that type of life changing situation.

It’s like putting a jigsaw together - the right kind of agency to provide the right
kind of carer(s), getting the right medical support, the right financial support etc.
Probably the most difficult was finding a team of people to help me fill in for the
carer during her breaks. | emailed everyone | knew who might be interested in
earning a bit of extra cash and a few friends were keen to be part of the team. But
| still had gaps.

| had been aware of Local Treasures before this time for their other services
supplying gardeners, cleaners etc., so | called them and luckily for me they came up
trumps with a couple of lovely companions to spend time with my mum. Brilliant!

Companions are people like you and me. Generally not qualified in social care but
level headed and kind individuals who enjoy spending time with people and bring a
bit of joy into their lives. They’re able to give anything from an hour or two a week
to a few hours two to 3 days a week. Many partners and family members become
exhausted and overwhelmed with the time and responsibility of looking after their
loved ones in need of care. Companions can give them the time they need to get
out of the house for shopping and errands or just a change of scene. They can help
with preparing meals, light housekeeping, doctors appointments or just reading the
paper together... and more.

I’'m very excited to have recently taken on the franchise to run Local Treasures.
We provide skilled and vetted, experienced individuals to help you in the home
from companions, gardeners, cleaners and handymen, amongst others. If | can
help you in any way, or you’d just like to find out more, please do give me a call. In
what can be a really challenging time for a family, our aim is to help you as much
as we can.

hellolou@Ilocaltreasures.me
0333 577 3301
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N Local Treasures

An experienced local team ready to get that job done:

Companionship - social visits, shopping, light housework, meal preparation...
Gardening - regular/one-off, mowing, hedge trimming, garden tidy, weeding...
Cleaners - regular/one-offs, spring cleans, end of term tenancy...

Handyman - AL DIY, big and small jobs, simple electrics and plumbing...

... also petcare, ironing, decorating, admin and more...

Call Lou Bushell on 0333 577 3301

hellolou@localtreasures.me  www.localtreasures.me
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m ParUk www.paruk.co.uk

Building Services

Commited
to Quality BUILIDNG YOUR DREAMS Kitchens

- Bathrooms
Service . ' COE
4 ¥ Deck and Patio
Fencing
Repairs
Summerhouses

L

One man for a job with over 15 years of
experience in construction and home
refurbishments, | am always committed to
0773045 8985 provide the very best service. | run small, family
business, working on various projects from
summerhouses to full kitchen and bathroom
Hompsm‘gh%rgg?‘ﬁ refurbishments. Whether you are looking to
start a new project, need repairs done or simply
¢ CO. to improve your home to meet your needs, get
kore@siicedivk E in touch and | would be more than happy to
find the best solution.




EXPERT CARPENTRY & PLUMBING

Complete design and installation service

KITCHENS CARPENTRY BATHROOMS

Based locally in East Meon, we would love to help you create your
dream spaces in your home; be it a complete kitchen or bathroom or
just the perfectly sized shelves or garden deck.

Plealsle contact us for a no-obligation chat about your projects large and
small.

07771790011 info@kitchentech.co.uk

www.nickffoulkesdesign.co.uk
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Looking for a Wedding & Event Florist?

The Real Flower Company
creates floral arrangements
to suit any budget and for
any occasion using their
own sustainably grown
flowers and foliage.

Just give us a call at our
Hinton Ampner flower
farm to discuss your flower
requirements.

01730 818300
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EAST MEON CINEMA
Forthcoming films for the Autumn
We are overjoyed to be back with some wonderful films for you over the next
few months. By the time this edition of Meon Matters is in print, the Autumn
Season of East Meon Cinema will be underway and for those of you who saw
Wicked Little Letters at the end of September, we hope you enjoyed it.
Friday 25th October
THE FALL GUY
(Cert 12, 140 mins)
Emily Blunt & Ryan Gosling star in a gloriously fun, screwball action film

Saturday 23rd November
A Special Fundraising Gala Screening of the 1974 Oscar-winning film
THE STING
(Cert 12, 130 mins)
to raise money for the Village Hall refurbishment.
Save the date! - more details on the following page

Friday 29th November
WILDING
(PG, 75 mins)
The British countryside is celebrated in one of the
most significant re-wilding experiments in Europe

Friday 27th December
SWEDE CAROLINE
(Cert 15, 97 mins)
A very British mockumentary - a scandal rocks
the competitive giant vegetable growing world
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As usual, all the films will be in East Meon Village Hall at 7.30pm on the
last Friday of the month (except for the gala screening of The Sting).
Tickets are a bargain at £6.50 each and there’s a bar, ice creams, excel-
lent company and great entertainment.

If you would like to be kept up to date with what’s coming up, join our
mailing list. Email Lucy or Caroline at eastmeonmoviola@outlook.com

Looking forward to seeing you again or welcoming you for the first time!

The East Meon Cinema Team

Pearl
Window Cleaning
Services

A local family-run business

GENERAL —

[ | Byt e—

For all your requirements Water-fed pole system
® Extensions ® Alterations Conversions - Lofts, barms etc. Window cleaning

@ Brickwork Stone and Flint work
Conservatory Roof

® Cakwork @ New builds Domestic and Commercial Cleaning
Free Estimates Ressonable rates

Cal Jerry Sillence ast Meon 01730 823594 Fascia & Soffit

Mobile 07817 476789 Cleaning _
YOUR LOCAL BUILDER!
Fully Insured
Checkatrade.com =

Where reputation maters

I I For your FREE quotation

I T T [ T T T T 1 | 1 1 1 Please contact Adam or Samantha

I I I C T 1 Tel: 07546954686

T T T 1 1T 1 1T T 1 T T ] Email: pearlwcs@gmail.com
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AN EXTRA SPECIAL EAST MEON CINEMA EVENT

Our Village Hall, built in 1974, reached its 50th anniversary this year, a
symbol of our community and shared memories. To ensure it remains a
vibrant hub for us and future generations, the hall needs support to secure
the next 50 years. Every building needs a bit of TLC after five hardworking
decades!

As frequent users of the VH, we at East Meon Cinema realise the
importance of a well-appointed, comfortable, state of the art hall to
benefit everyone. As members of the audience, we expect you feel the
same and are as keen to contribute to the much-needed refurbishment of
our Village Hall.

Who remembers the iconic film THE STING? One of the best caper films
of all time and the glory days of Paul Newman and Robert Redford - a
gripping 1930s tale of the ultimate con trick, accompanied by Scott Joplin’s
sensational music. Fifty years ago in 1974, it won seven academy awards
including the Oscar for Best Picture; we thought it was about time to give
it another airing and at the same time do our bit to raise essential funds to
support the Village Hall’s renaissance.

The red carpet will be out, so wear your Oscar-award-ceremony finest
or, to give the evening a touch of authenticity, 1930s Chicago-chic
(optional of course)

SAVE THE DATE

Tickets will be available to buy online or at East Meon Village Shop from
27th September or email eastmeonmoviola@outlook.com to reserve
yours
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So, without further ado....

East Meon Cinema and the Committee of East Meon Village Hall are
delighted to invite you to a special Fundraising Gala Screening of

(Cert 12, 130 mins)
On Saturday 23rd November 2024 in East Meon Village Hall
Tickets are £20 each to include a glass of fizz and canapés on arrival

6.30pm Drinks and canapés
7.30pm THE STING

The red carpet will be out, so wear your Oscar-award-ceremony finest or,
to give the evening a touch of authenticity, 1930s Chicago-chic (optional of
course)
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Nature Group

By any measure, it’s been a terrible year for the flying insects we see in the
gardens and countryside around us. Our butterfly count has recorded only
half the numbers seen last year, and wider recording across the UK (and
Europe) confirms the collapse of populations of major flying insect species -
butterflies, moths, hoverflies, drone flies and many others. | little imagined
ten years ago that | would be fretting about the pathetically small numbers
of Cabbage Whites and Wasps - species that we have come to see as un-
welcome pests. But these all have an essential place in the natural order,
whether as food for birds and other insects, as predators for garden pests
such as blackfly, or as pollinators for the wild plants and crops on which we
entirely depend.

Figures for the scale of the collapse can only be snapshots over a particular
period and for a particular area. But all tell the same story. lllustratively, a
German study (2008-2017) found that populations of insects had collapsed
by two thirds. The position in SW China is so bad that farmers have taken
to pollinating their fruit trees with paint brushes. Enough said.

The causes are debated - global warming; the use of insecticides, herbicides
and fungicides; ambient light levels, destruction of natural habitats. The
reality is that any one of these would be sufficient to put insect life at risk. In
combination, they have pitched insect populations into free fall, along with
the birds and animals that depend on them. Where is it all going? We're
playing a high risk game of Jenga. If we keep on removing the wooden
bricks, the natural order on which we depend will collapse.

More locally the Nature Group has continued to maintain the wildflower
area by the Workhouse Lane pavilion - managing invasive plant species. It’s
a small but valuable resource for pollinating insects. And the Tree Working
Group (TWIiG) has maintained it’s hedge and tree plantings at the cricket
pitch, along Workhouse Lane and by the water treatment plant to the west
of the village. The plantings have thrived in the warm wet summer but so
have nettles and brambles. Our thanks to all those who joined work parties
to keep these from overwhelming the hedges.
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Times are also bleak for our birds - it is
estimated that we have lost 600 million
breeding birds over the last 40 years.
Again there are many reasons for this.
One is our domestic cats. Cute they
may be but they kill somewhere be-
tween 25 and 75 million birds a year.
There are simple things we can do to
reduce this risk. These include providing
food where cats cannot reach the birds,
and collars that are brightly coloured
and have a small bell. Some other things
you can do are listed at the link below:
https://www.songbird-survival.org.uk/
post/blog-6-ways-to-stop-your-cat-
hunting-birds- |

Small steps will not by themselves save
the planet but, as they say, every little bit
helps. It will be a sad morning when we
wake up and there is no Song Thrush to
sing and no Peacock butterfly to feed on
our buddleias. But that will be the least
of our problems.

Jonathan Iremonger

v, et 1
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CHIMNEY SWEEP

Qualified and fully insured chimney sweeping service based
in East Meon, serving all the surrounding towns and villages

« Specialist brushes and equipment to sweep all types of
chimney flue, lined and un-lined
» Thatch Advice Centre associate member
o Bird nest removal
o Certificates issued with every job
« {CTV flue inspections

Call Katie Foster on: 07827 727801

www.meonvlleychimneysweep.co.uk
meonvalleychimneysweep@gmail.com

BLOOMING DESIGNS
CREATIVE
WORKSHOPS

ART COURSES
FOR ALL ABILITIES

FIND OUT MORE AT
WWW.BLOOMINGDESIGNS.COM

07919 160401
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The Village Hall

It’s hard to believe that Autumn is already with us. The pre-school & nursery and
the school are back and clubs are booked in for the months ahead.

The large hall and the instantly accessible garden are great for Village Nursery
giving lots of space for the children to run around and do many things.

Over the summer the hall has been looking at how to tackle the leaking roof,
weary windows, a general lack of insulation and ageing appearance inside and out
amongst other things. Money is a key factor in doing anything like this so we are
delighted that our good friends at Moviola are holding a Gala Evening on Saturday
23rd November showing a great movie from 1974 when the hall was built — 50
years ago!

Plans can be seen in the small hall - we are always ready to talk through our
current thinking with anyone who is interested. We will continue to consult as the
plans progress. Please keep ideas coming in as we seek to update the hall after 50
years service to ensure it is somewhere we all enjoy.

Fund raising is always important for the hall, which is of course a charity. The
need to refurbish the hall makes securing funds more important than ever. As
the village hall car park is used more and more, the hall needs to introduce some
kind of charges to contribute to
hall maintenance. There were
charges in the past, it looks like
we need to reintroduce them.

As for activities, in pros-
pect are Moviola, local arts &
crafts, a produce exchange, a
free book swap, the return of
Family Fundays as well as our
wonderful  Community Café.
There are quite a few parties
booked in too.
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A3 Aerials

Networks | CCTV | Satellite | AV Systems

Your Local Digital Specialist
- TV Aerials & Satellite Systems

- WiFi Solutions

- CCTV

- Networking

Sky :Freewew freaﬁ‘at
Friendly Advice

No Call Out Charge
© 01730 265374
® o7766 221685
() hitps://a3aerials.com
justin@a3aerials.com

We will soon be publishing the date of the Annual General Meeting hoping that
as many villagers as possible will be there as we look forward to the year ahead.

Please email your views to chair@eastmeonvillagehall.co.uk so everyone’s ideas,
thoughts and opinions on the village hall are brought together.

David Pepper

Chair, East Meon Village Hall Committee

‘| \%;f.»/'

\ DAMPNEY’S
REMARKABLE DRINKS

A delluo)us range of hand-crafted English

Liqueurs
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Your Village Needs You!

When we are all so busy it can feel incredibly hard to imagine even having a spare
hour to ‘give away’... and at the moment the entire village seems to be short of
time, short of nice September weather, with roads still full of pot-holes, and won-
dering just how wet the winter will be this year...

The research out there is multiple that volunteering is GOOD for you!

Four key findings seem to sing out when | had a quick google-search on the benefits
of becoming a volunteer:-

Volunteering connects you to others
Volunteering is good for your mind and body
Volunteering can advance your career
Volunteering brings fun and fulfilment to your life

halbad s e

Whilst you may think it’s a counter-productive argument that volunteering can
relieve stress in a time when you may feel your most stressed (young children,
careers, running a home, juggling family commitments, health issues, caring for
others etc.) the research time and again says that this form of occupation actually
brings down anxiety, stress and anger and at the same time improves your mood
and connectivity with others.

At a time in your life when you may feel more isolated and less valid as a person
becoming a volunteer can be a wonderful remedy to keep the loneliness at bay, in-
crease your socialising, and actually be brilliantly rewarding. We are constantly told
that engaging our brain in new activities, learning new things, having goals and being
amongst people is one of the strongest factors in keeping dementia and difficult
ageing processes at bay.

As an East Meoner you may well be aware there are plenty of groups and
projects where volunteers are needed — Nature, History, the village school, the
village hall, the Friday café provision, Care Group, Meon Matters, May Fair and
the occasional Village Fete — all need supporting, none of these things exist
through magic wand-waving!

If you consider any of the above points and think you may have some time to
spare please consider volunteering. It’s a great way to become involved with village
life, learn new skills and you will feel the rewards when you get involved. Do you
remember the Little Red Hen children’s story where she finds some corn and asks
everyone to help her make the bread and no one helps her...? Once she’s ground
the flour, made the dough, cooked the loaf, suddenly all the animals want to come
and eat it — and she’s not all that chuffed! Please help make the bread! It’ll taste so
much better knowing you were part of the process.

Cdel.
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Remembrance Sunday
10" November

10:15 Church Service
10:45 Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial

To be Followed by Drinks, Teas, Coffees and Cake at the Village Hall
All Members of the Community of East Meon Welcome
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West Meon Music Festival 2024 — round up

The 14th West Meon Music Festival drew to a close on Sunday |5th
September afternoon after another four days of brilliant music-making in
the Meon Valley by The Primrose Piano Quartet and guests. Very many
thanks to all of you who came and supported the Festival.

We had a wide-ranging programme this year, with something for everyone,
including the amazing ‘baroque meets rock’ band Red Priest, who played
to a packed All Saints in East Meon on a beautiful sunny Saturday morning.
Then came Purcell, Handel, Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert,
Mendelssohn, Brahms and other wonderful well known composers,
and also some lesser known names whose work deserves a much wider
audience. We ventured too into the 20th century, with an American Road
Trip, showcasing a variety of American composers, and ending with an
astonishing performance of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, arranged for
piano and string quintet, something you wouldn’t have believed possible!

We were particularly delighted to welcome the astonishingly talented young
Lithuanian pianist Gabriele Sutkute for our piano recital on the Sunday
morning, and huge thanks are due to our wonderful local Jazz & Latin band,
East of Meon, for generously playing our charity concert in The Thomas
Lord, raising funds for the Elizabeth Foundation, supporting pre-school deaf
children.

For those of you who may not have experienced the festival, do please
join us next year if you can! The festival will again take place in West Meon,
East Meon & Warnford, from | Ith — 14th September 2025. Our evening
concerts are candlelit and include a glass of wine. Our daytime concerts
feature delicious refreshments too. Do keep an eye on our website
www.westmeonmusic.co.uk for information over the coming year.

Sue Scholes
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Importance of Being Earnest

Thank you to all who came along on a beautiful sunny evening to picnic in
the garden at The Court House, buying wine and ice-creams at the bar,
before enjoying an excellent performance of The Importance of Being
Earnest by the Rain or Shine Theatre Company. We are delighted that we
have been able to add £1625 to the coffers of The Rosemary Foundation to
support their much valued work .

George and Clare Bartlett
R T
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Parish Council Report

We met most recently in late July and immediately got down to business.
Sewerage more like. Or “surface water run off” as we prefer to call it, as
we are pretty certain this is the cause of the nastiness. Par for the course,
Southern Water does not appear to have retained the section 106 doc-
umentation it should have requested from the developers of Penny Mile
and The Green to grant them permission to link surface and foul water
drains to their sewer. Such is the state of our water industry. So rather
than wait, we are going to carry out our own investigations to establish
what water is going where. More positively, Southern Water have for the
first time have jetted the pipe across the field to the sewerage works and
are talking about relining some of our sewers. We wait to see whether
any of this temporarily alleviates the outflows. Our continued thanks go
to Mike Critchley for his persistent pursuit of Southern Water

We have plans to repair wood on the cricket ground bench, around the
War Memorial and along the fence by the Frogmore allotments, and at
great pace have replaced the vandalised cricket ground gate. Thank you
to the Park Farm team for that.

Our allotment holders are in equally fine form, holding allotment parties
and getting stuck into any nearby nettles.

We are delighted to have signed the East Meon Veterans Football Club
to play on Sunday mornings, particularly as the Club is keen to take
on local players. And before you think you are too young and spritely,
veteran in football parlance means 35 and over. And we are looking into
a grant to supply children’s football kit for the school.

As you are searching the house for your footie boots, do also dig out
your tabard or gilet-jaune, as we are back litter picking in the late
autumn once the hedgerows have lost their leaf.
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Our equally outdoorsy Nature Group have been busy river fly
monitoring in 6 locations along the Meon, in our bid to upgrade the
status of the river to be more akin to the Test and Itchen. Whilst the
survey results are acceptable, river health would be better with less
water run-off from roads and fields. But at least all the rain is allowing
TWiG’s newly planted trees and hedgerows to thrive.

We continue to fight for our BOATs, both through EHAPT and a
subcommittee of councillors representing local parishes. And we are
liaising with other parishes on recycling practices. We also understand
kerb-side bottle collections will become bi-weekly when bottle banks
are removed at the end of 2024. Apparently, we are not limited on the
number bottles we can leave out for collection.

So, on that happy note, let’s finish here until next time

. MEON VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

GARDENS MADE BEAUTIFUL

*Patios *Paving ¢Pathways eWalls & Brickwork eFencing
*Driveways ¢Hedge Cutting and much more

07765 486984 www.meonvalleylandscapes.co.uk
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History Group Winter Programme

One upside of the weather beginning to turn is that it means the
History Group is back with another bumper programme of 7 talks.

We are kicking-off on Monday 21 October (Trafalgar Day) with a talk
from Peter Wykeham-Martin on the Eve of Trafalgar! A special thank
you goes to Richard Brown for the introduction to Peter and the
superb choreography. Similar thanks are extended to Lesley Dampney
who has introduced us to the Mary Rose Museum, who are going to
talk to us about the build-up to the Battle of the Solent. But the 2024/25
programme is not all about maritime battles and sinking ships. Closer
to home we have talks scheduled on Winchester, the Petersfield Dig,
the Civil War and Spitfires! So hopefully something for everyone.

So, the dates for your diary are:
Monday 21 October

Monday | | November
Monday 9 December

Monday 6 January

Monday |7 February

Monday 10 March

Monday 3| March

As usual, we will be meeting in the Village Hall, with the bar opening at
7pm and all talks starting at 730pm.

And for another year we have held our membership subscriptions
at £20 per person. Non-members and house guests are again £5 per
talk. Our subscriptions go towards maintaining the EMHG Archive
www.eastmeonhistory.org.uk.

EMHG’s bank details are as follows:
Account number: 43610209
Sort code: 20 69 40

We look forward to welcoming you on 21 October.
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Builders Ltd. iy may

Brick and Stonework Specialists

Extensions - Garden Walls - Repointing
Flintwork - Hard Landscaping

Andrew Blackman
Tel: 01730823401 - 07825 869515
- ?

MADE IN THE MEON VALLEY

CRAMER BESPOKE

www.cramerbespoke.com




East Meon Village Hall

The Perfect place for your event

Ideal for: Facilities:
Weddings Large and Small halls
Partiae Up to 250 people

. Fully equipped Kitchen
Family Events Stage
Exhibitions Audio-Visual equipment
Classes Marquee and Gazebo hire
Picnics Table and Chair hire Eﬁﬁggm@
Sports Car Park
Clubs
www.eastmeonvillagehall.co.uk info@eastmeonvillagehall.co.uk 07956783061

MEON
SPRINGS

Self-storage at Meon Springs.We're here when you need us.
Meon Springs, Whitewool Farm, East Meon, Nr Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 |HW 01730 823249






